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CITY OF ATLANTA

BILL CAMPBELL 55 TRINITY AVENUE, S.W.
MAYOR August 13, 2000 ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30335-0300

(404} 330-6100

Council President Robb Pitts
Members of the Atlanta City Council
City Hall 2" Floor, Suite 2900

55 Trinity Avenue, S.W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30335

Dear President Pitts and Members of Council:

I hereby return with my veto, Ordinance # 00-O-0834

On August 7, 2000, the Atlanta City Council adopted Ordinance # 00-O-0834 that
proposes to increase the towing and storage fees for impounded vehicles.

The Atlanta City Council on April 3, 2000 adopted Ordinance #00-0O-0495 that amended
Section 2-105 of the Code of Ordinance which states that:

“The City Council shall not adopt any ordinance or
resolution, the purpose of which to establish a new

fee for service or to change the amount of any existing

fee for service unless and until sufficient notice has been
provided to the public and the public has been afforded an
opportunity to review and comment upon the establishment
of such fee change.”

Therefore, the process as adopted in Ordinance # 00-0-0495 should be applicable to
Ordinance # 00-O-0834 that proposes to increase towing and storage fees. Until such time that a
public hearing is conducted and citizens have had the opportunity to voice their opinion in
relation thereto, the current rate structure should remain in tact.

Additionally, the fee increases (particularly for storage of impounded vehicles) as
proposed are too extreme and difficult for the general public to pay.

For the aforementioned reasons, I urge you to sustain my veto of Ordinance # 00-O-0834.

Sincepdly, g : ’
Bill Campbell
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€I / COL.iCIL
 ATLANTA, GEORGIA.

e 00-O -0834

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART II

OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER
162, ARTICLE 1V, SECTIONS 223 AND 227,
162-223 and 162-227, SO AS TO INCREASE
CERTAIN FEES AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, wrecker and towing services provide a necessary service to the City
of Atlanta; and

WHEREAS, the provision of safe wrecker and towing services, as well as the
provision of secure and safe storage for impounded vehicles, furthers the health, safety
and welfare of the general public; and

WHEREAS, the cost of providing safe wrecker and towing services and
providing a secure and safe storage area for impounded vehicles has increased since the
date that the maximum $5.00 per day storage fee was enacted by the Atlanta City Council
and Mayor and imposed upon impound lots; and

WHEREAS, Section 162-277 of the Atlanta Code of Ordinances anticipates that
costs for removal of vehicles and the cost to store vehicles might vary over time and
specifically provides that certain towing and storage fees for vehicles should be
established annually:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Atlanta City Council as
follows:

Section 1. That Section 162-223(d)(4)(a) which reads as follows:

a. Such vehicles may be removed at a maximum cost of
$75.00 and stored at a maximum cost of $5.00 per day to
be paid by the owner;

be deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following language:

a. Such vehicles may be removed at a maximum cost of $90.00
and stored at a maximum cost of $10.00 after the first six
hours; $15.00 per day after the first twenty-four (24) hours;
and $25.00 per day after the first three days, all of which to be
paid by the owner.



a.

¥ Section 2. That Section 162-227(a) which reads as follows:

Any towing and storage firm engaged in the business of trespass
towing shall not charge the owner of any towed vehicle or personal
property in excess of $75.00 for the removal of the vehicle or
personal property or in excess of $5.00 per day for storage fee;
however no storage fees shall be charged for the first 24-hour
period from the time the vehicle or personal property is removed
from the property. The fee of $75.00 shall be all inclusive; no
additional fees may be charged for using dollies, trailers, lifts, slim
jims or any other equipment or service. However, the maximum
fees in this section shall not apply

to the trespass towing of vehicles which weigh in excess of two
tons.

be deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following language:

a.

Any towing and storage firm engaged in the business of

trespass towing shall not charge the owner of any towed vehicle or
personal property in excess of $90.00 for the removal of the
vehicle or personal property or in excess of $10.00 after the first
six (6) hours; $15.00 per day after the first twenty-four (24) hours;
and $25.00 per day after the first three days from the time the
vehicle or personal property is removed from the property. The fee
of $90.00 shall be all inclusive; no additional fees may be charged
for using dollies, trailers, lifts, slim jims or any other equipment or
service. However, the maximum fees in this section shall not
apply to the trespass towing of vehicles which weigh in excess of
two tons.

Section 3. That all ordinances or parts of ordinance in conflict with this
ordinance are hereby repealed.

Section 4. In the event that any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of
this ordinance shall be declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication
shall in no manner affect other sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases of this
ordinance, which shall remain in full force and effect as if the section, subsection,
sentence, clause or phrase so declared invalid or unconstitutional were not originally a

part thereof.
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AT COUNCIL

_ ATLANTA, GEORGIA

' VAN ORDINANCE
\ \;t-._ 2 N \»ﬁ) i 0 - -
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AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE A NEW CITY CODE
SECTION 2-105 WHICH SHALL PROVIDE THAT
THE CITY COUNCIL SHALL NOT ADOPT ANY
ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION, THE PURPOSE OF
WHICH IS TO ESTABLISH A NEW FEE FOR
SERVICE OR TO CHANGETHE AMOUNT OF ANY
EXISTING FEEFOR SERVICE UNLESS AND UNTIL
SUFFICIENT NOTICE HAS BEEN PROVIDED TO
THE PUBLIC AND THE PUBLIC HAS BEEN
AFFORDED AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW AND
COMMENT UPON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
SUCH FEE OR FEE CHANGE; TO PROVIDE THAT
ANY LEGISLATION ESTABLISHING OR
CHANGING A FEE IN VIOLATION OF THIS
ORDINANCE SHALL BE VOID; TO REPEAL
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA HEREBY

ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: A new City Code Section 2-105 is hereby created which shall provide

as follows:

"Section 2-105. Establishment or change in fees for service; notice to public
(a) The City Council shall not adopt any ordinance or resolution, the purpose of
which is to establish a new fee for service or to change the amount of any existing fee for

service unless and until all of the following procedures have been performed:



¥t Published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation not less than thirty (30) days

prior to final council action pertaining to any such fee or fee change.

(2) The public shall have a period of not less than thirty (30) days after the
introduction of any legislation proposing any such new fee or fee change, to submit written

comments to the council ¢/o the Municipal Clerk.

(3) The appropriate standing committee of the council shall hold at least one public

hearing regarding legislation proposing any such new fee or fee change.

(4) Written notice of legislation proposing any such new fee or fee change shall be
provided, for information only, to the Atlanta Planning Advisory Board and each

Neighborhood Planning Unit within thirty (30) days after the introduction of any such

legislation.

(b) Any legislation establishing or changing a fee in violation of subsection (a) above,

shall be void."

(c) This ordinance shall not be applicable to any service fees related to the operation of
the airport.

SECTION 2: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby

repealed.

A true copy ADOPTED as amended by Council April 3, 2000
’ ’ : RETURNED WITHOUT SIGNATURE OF THE MAYOR )
W LUI\?ULA./ y 0//144‘7\-— APPROVED as per City Charter Section 2-403 April 12, 2000

Municipal Clerk, CMC



Sec.2-105. Establishment or change in fees for service; notice to public.

(a) The city council shall not adopt any ordinance or resolution, the purpose of which is to establish a new fee for
service or to change the amount of any existing fee for service unless and until all of the following procedures
have been performed:

(1) A notice of pending legislation establishing any such fee or fee change has been published at least
once in a newspaper of general circulation not less than 30 days prior to final council action pertaining
to any such fee or fee change.

@) The public shall have a period of not less than 30 days after the introduction of any legislation
proposing any such new fee or fee change, to submit written comments to the council c/o the
municipal clerk.

(3) The appropriate standing committee of the council shall hold at least one public hearing regarding
legislation proposing any such new fee or fee change. '

4) Written notice of legislation proposing any such new fee or fee change shall be provided, for
information only, to the Atlanta Planning Advisory Board and each neighborhood planning unit within
30 days after the introduction of any such legislation.

(b) Any legislation establishing or changing a fee in violation of subsection (a) above, shall be void.
(c) This section shall not be applicable to any service fees related to the operation of the airport.
(Ord. No. 2000-22, § 1, 4-12-00)



